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Vision: 
Provide a resource that inspires the youth of Voyageurs Area Council to take the opportunity to live the 
Scout Oath and Law through outdoor experiences.  

Mission/Project:
The Buffalo Patrol will create a resource guide for outdoor day activities, in and around Voyageurs Area 
Council.  The guide will support all of the Scouting Programs: Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting, Varsity 
Teams and Venturing.  We will create digital, hardcopy and storyboard versions of resource guide.  

The guide will:
•Reflect the diversity of the Scouting programs.
•Reflect the diversity of opportunities available in and around Voyageurs Area Council.
•Include input from and utilize the talents of all Buffalo Patrol members.
•Be completed by March 17th and presented to all of Wood Badge Course C1-286-11-1 participants 
on March 19th.
•Provide a unit level resource for outings as well as a portable display for Council, District and 
other gatherings.
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Project Goals:

• We will create a resource guide that will provide guidelines and direction for units 
to conduct day trip outdoor activities in and around Voyageurs Area Council.  The 
guide will also include examples and references for the various types of outdoor 
activities.

• A portable display will be produced that can be utilized at Council, District and 
other gatherings to promote Scout outings.  The display will be presented to the 
Council for use by units and others throughout Voyageurs Area Council.

• A digital version of the resource guide will be created.  Copies of the digital 
version will be provided to the Council.  If appropriate a digital version will be 
made available on the Council website.  Any unit desiring a digital copy of the 
resource guide may request a copy from any member of the Buffalo Patrol.

Outing in Scouting!



Sledding/Tubing
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Planning:  for Scouts & Leaders; the “5 w’

Who is going:   Age level of group, how many youth 
& adults, consideration of special needs.  

Where:    Any hill will do. Many ski facilities have 
tubing or sledding hills which make the activity really 
convenient since there are chalets, concessions and 
maybe even a tow rope!

When:  Schedule the event well in advance so as 
many people are available to attend.  Have a backup 
date available in the event of extreme cold or other 
server weather conditions. Make sure to have a 
meeting point for departure and return and at specific 
times. 

http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/rapidcityjournal.com/content/tncms/assets/editorial/0/1d/dca/01ddca7a-28ab-5045-8747-35cf23c07513-revisions/4d44d4b5688ee.preview-300.jpg
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Why:  A well planned winter sledding activity will help satisfy requirements for Journey to 
Excellence outdoor group activity criteria and the experience will help Scouts build camaraderie. 
Winter can be a drag for many people and sledding is a great way to pass the time and get some 
exercise!

How:  Adults to provide transport, support and supervision during the activity, which will take 
approximately x hours.  The adult leaders should also make sure there are enough sleds or 
tubes for all participants. 

www.klazyu.com

Equipment Required:
Transportation
Tour Permits
Field First Aid Kits
Cellular Phones
Sleds / Tubes                                                                                                                
Helmet
Appropriate clothing
Water!

Resources/Locations:

www.exploremn.com
www.scouting.org
www.wikihow.com/Go-Sledding
www.ehow.com/how_2249490_go-sledding.html
www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html

http://www.klazyu.com/
http://www.exploremn.com/
http://www.scouting.org/
http://www.wikihow.com/Go-Sledding
http://www.wikihow.com/Go-Sledding
http://www.wikihow.com/Go-Sledding
http://www.ehow.com/how_2249490_go-sledding.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2249490_go-sledding.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2249490_go-sledding.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html
http://www.minnesota-visitor.com/snow-sledding-in-minnesota.html


Snow Shoeing
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www.clker.com

www.adventureabbi.org

• Who is going:   Age level of group, how many youth / adults, consideration of special needs.  
This event is appropriate for CUB, BSA, VARSITY, AND VENTURE units.

• What:    Snowshoeing is essentially walking on top of deep snow. The snowshoes distribute a 
person’s weight across the snow to prevent them from sinking too deep.  

Where:    Any place where there is snow is fine. 
Many state and national parks have trail 
systems already mapped out. 

When:  Schedule the event well in advance so 
as many people are available to attend.  Have a 
backup date available in the event of extreme 
cold or other server weather conditions. Make 
sure to plan your point of entry, route and 
emergency plan with others back home.  
http://stbensisters.blogspot.com/2011/02/snows
hoeing-centering-prayer.html

http://www.sad6.k12.me.us/bems/archive/ice_fishing.jpg
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Why:  Not only will snowshoeing count as a group outdoor activity for the Journey To Excellence 
criteria but is also a great way to promote physical activity doing something fun! The planning process 
will help prepare Scouts for orienteering, using a GPS and trip planning. 

How:  Adults to provide transport, support and supervision during the activity, which will take 
approximately x hours.  The adult leaders should also make sure there are enough snowshoes for all 
participants. 

Equipment Required:
Transportation
Tour Permits
Field First Aid Kits
Cellular Phones
Snowshoes
Maps, compass, handheld GPS
Appropriate clothing
Water! 

Resources/Locations:
www.ehow.com/videos-on_2241_snowshoe.html
www.scouting.org
Your local DNR office
Your local Parks and Recreation department

http://www.ehow.com/videos-on_2241_snowshoe.html
http://www.scouting.org/


White Water Rafting
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Who is going: This type of activity is limited to Boy Scouts, 
Varsity Scouts and Venture Scouts. It is also important to 
identify all the age groups, how many youth and adults are 
going and considering any special needs or disabilities. This 
activity is only appropriate for Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts and 
Venture Scouts.

Where:   Initial planning meeting should include route, 
transportation and equipment logistics.

When:  The group should meet at a designated location at a 
designated time and have a predetermined time to return at 
the designated location.    

Why:  White water rafting is an activity often overlooked by 
many Troops, Teams and Crews and is a fantastic opportunity 
for Scouts. It provides many types of challenges to help build 
character. It works on a Scout’s fitness, team work abilities, 
builds camaraderie.



White Water Rafting
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How:  Although the Scouts should do most of the planning, adults help provide transport, support and 
supervision during the activity. How you will get to and from, including back to your starting point. Plan your 
route using appropriate maps and skills. Include resting areas and lunch area. How you will deal with 
garbage and waste and how to deal with emergencies.  

Equipment Required:
Transportation
Tour Permits
Field First Aid Kits
Cellular Phones
Maps
Helmet
Coast Guard approved life vest
Water!
Sunscreen
Area maps
Snacks

Resources/Locations:
www.scouting.org
www.riverfacts.com
Your local DNR

http://www.scouting.org/
http://www.riverfacts.com/


Day Hike
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Who is going: Age level of group, how 
many youth / adults, consideration of 
special needs.

Where:  Traveling from point A to point 
B; then begin the hike of defined miles.  
What is the route both in and out. The 
location of the hike will be based on the 
experience and ability of the group.   If 
possible, plan where the best area is for 
breaks and/or lunch.  Remember a 
backup plan.

When:  Group will meet at a gathering 
location at given time; and caravan with 
equipment to step off location.  We will 
return at a predetermined time.    

Why:  A well planned hike will satisfy requirements for 
advancements and the experience will open Scouts to the 
entertainment provided by nature.  A hike can be geared to 
different levels of experience by the choice of venue, 
making it a viable option for all.  Many parks have trails that 
are suitable for Scouts with special needs.



Day Hike
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How:  Adults to provide transport, support and supervision 
during the activity.  Plan how garbage and waste will be 
managed.  Plan how meal and/or snacks will be prepared.

Equipment Required:
Transportation
Permits
Field First Aid Kits
Cellular Phones
Maps of the Area and Trails
Hiking shoes, pertinent clothing, sunscreen,
Compass, food and supplies, and Water!

Resources/Locations:
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/index.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/index.asp
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-
and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34416.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/index.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/index.asp
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-hike-safely-during-day-and-night-as-boy-scout-266093/
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34416.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/
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Who is going:Age level of group, how many 
youth / adults, consideration of special needs

Where:  Traveling from point A to B; begin the 
bike trip at  xx.  Define the route both in and out.  
Are there any locations along the defined route 
that would add value to the ride (scenic outlooks, 
information centers).  Plan a location to take a 
break and refuel.  Consider a backup plan.

When:  Group will meet at x gathering location at 
x time; offload equipment at start.  We will bike xx 
miles and return by x.    

Why:  Biking is a great physical activity and an 
amazing opportunity to experience scenery.   
Learn skills in maintaining and repairing your bike.  
A well planned bike trip will satisfy requirements 
for advancements and will allow Scouts to enjoy 
nature in another activity



Bike Trek
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How:  Adults to provide transport, support and supervision during the activity, which will take 
approximately x hours.  Make sure you observe allowed bike paths and rules.  How will you plan 
for breaks and lunch:  plan locations in a timely manner that take in to account the level of 
experience within your group.

Equipment Required:
Permits, First Aid Kit, Transportation,
Maps of route, Cellular Phones
Appropriate shoes, Sun glasses, Clothing to fit weather conditions, Sunscreen, and Water!

Resources/Locations:
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/index.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/index.asp
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-
safely-road-271138/
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34416.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/index.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/index.asp
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-ride-bike-safely-road-271138/
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34416.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/
http://www.scouting.org/
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Who is going: All should plan for age level of group, how 
many youth vs adults, and the consideration of special needs.

Where:  Have an initial meeting location then travel to the start 
location of the canoe run.  Considerations should include:
Route to step off location. Route of canoe run. Logistics for how 
to transport canoes to, from, and return to step off location and 
initial meet location. Route back from step off location to initial 
meeting spot. Remember a backup plan.

When:  Schedule a time for the group to meet, then travel to the 
step off location.  A caravan method will work well and allow gear 
and people to be spread over several vehicles; this also allows 
for safety if you encounter mechanical trouble.  Remember to 
schedule a return timeline and communicate to have a preset 
route for your water activities and return by a specific time. 



Canoe Run
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Why:  A canoe run will allow for a new perspective.  It can be used for relaxation or for excitement 
depending on your choice of venue.  Canoeing is a great opportunity to work on team efforts.  This is good 
physical activity and allows use of different skills.  Canoeing also satisfies requirements for advancements.  

How:  Adults to help provide transport, support and supervision during the activity.  How you will get to and 
from, including back to your starting point.  Plan your route using appropriate maps and skills.  Include 
resting areas and lunch area.  How will you deal with garbage and waste.    How to deal with emergencies.

Equipment Required:
Transportation
Permits
Field First Aid Kits
Cellular Phones
Maps of the Area and Trails
Proper foot gear and pertinent clothing
Coast Guard approved Life jackets for all
Compass
Sunscreen
Water!

Resources/Locations:
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/index.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/index.asp
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-canoe-61418/
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34416.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/index.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/index.asp
http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-canoe-61418/
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34416.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/


Climbing (rock and wall)
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Who is going: Age level of group, how many youth / adults, consideration of special needs.  
This event is appropriate for CUB (commercial wall only), BSA, VARSITY, AND VENTURE 
units.

What:  Rock Climbing is an event that combines a great outdoor activity, friends and fun. 
Combine the climb with a cookout and you’ve got an exciting, memorable, fun-filled day.

Where:   We live in an area with lots for good 
climbing rock faces as well as some indoor walls. 
Do your research to find an area with a good rock 
face that is safe and is suited for your skill level.

When:  Schedule the event well in advance so as 
many people are available to attend. This event 
requires the conditions that are safe for climbing, 
have a backup date available in the event of 
severe weather conditions.    



Climbing (rock and wall)
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Why:  A well planned climbing experience will open Scouts up to the 
entertainment provided by nature, and allows for a new perspective of physical 
fitness. A climb can be geared to different levels of experience and ability by 
the choice of venue, making it a viable option for all. It is also something that 
can be enjoyed by all ages including adult leaders.

How:  Adults to help provide transport, support and supervision during the 
activity, the site at which you will be climbing, and the appropriate safety 
equipment needed  How will you deal with garbage and waste and also, how 
to deal with emergencies

Equipment Required:
Transportation 
Permits 
Field First Aid Kits 
Cellular Phones
Climbing harness and helmet   
Proper foot gear and pertinent clothing
Rope  
Sunscreen 
Water!

Resources/Locations:
www.rockclimbing.com/routes/North_America/United_State
s/Minnesota
www.rockclimbing.com/routes/North_America/United_State
s/Wisconsin
www.verticalendeavors.com
www.indoorclimbing.com/minnesota.html
www.indoorclimbing.com/wisconsin.html
www.scouting.org

http://www.rockclimbing.com/routes/North_America/United_States/Minnesota
http://www.rockclimbing.com/routes/North_America/United_States/Minnesota
http://www.rockclimbing.com/routes/North_America/United_States/Wisconsin
http://www.rockclimbing.com/routes/North_America/United_States/Wisconsin
http://www.verticalendeavors.com/
http://www.indoorclimbing.com/minnesota.html
http://www.indoorclimbing.com/wisconsin.html
http://www.scouting.org/
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Who is going: Age level of group, how many youth / adults, consideration of special needs.  This event is 
appropriate for CUB, BSA, VARSITY, AND VENTURE units.

What:  Cross Country skiing is an event that combines a winter outdoor activity, friends, and winter fun. 
Combine the skiing trip with a cookout along the trial to make it a memorable event for everyone.

Where:   We live in an area, rich with ski trails, just waiting to be explored. Do your research to find an area 
where the ski trail is known to be safe, groomed and access is available to all participants.

Why:  Winter fun is a great way to make the cold months 
go by fast.  Cross Country skiing is an activity that doesn’t 
take much skill can be enjoyed by participants of all ages 
including adult leaders.

How:  Find families that might have the appropriate 
equipment to share with the group.  Talk to the local ski 
resorts or ski shops for advice on where to ski and what 
type of equipment you might need.  Then make the 
commitment and have fun!  



Cross Country Skiing
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Equipment Required:
Transportation 
Permits 
Field First Aid Kits 
Cellular Phones
Skis and poles   
Proper foot gear and pertinent clothing for the conditions
Sunscreen 
Food to share
Water!

Resources/Locations:
www.dnr.state.mn.us›Recreation
www.dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks/ski
www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-
Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
www.wistravel.com/...in_wisconsin/cross_country_skiing
www.cross-countryski.com/minnesota.html
www.travelwisconsin.com/Cross_Country_Skiing.aspx
www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-
minnesota/index.aspx
www.northwoodswisconsin.com/xc.htm

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/recreation/index.html&rct=j&sa=X&ei=BbB5TZeZDYmftwftmJm6BQ&sqi=2&ved=0CCEQ6QUoADAA&q=cross+country+skiing+in+minnesota&usg=AFQjCNFqX_4RgiuHEDn47SpBkUIVdHH0pA
http://www.dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks/ski
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.minnesotamonthly.com/.../Minnesota.../Minnesota-Skiing/Cross- Country-Ski-Guide/
http://www.wistravel.com/...in_wisconsin/cross_country_skiing
http://www.cross-countryski.com/minnesota.html
http://www.cross-countryski.com/minnesota.html
http://www.cross-countryski.com/minnesota.html
http://www.travelwisconsin.com/Cross_Country_Skiing.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/.../cross-country-skiing-in-minnesota/index.aspx
http://www.northwoodswisconsin.com/xc.htm
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AUTUMN DISC GOLF II
© Lbwhaples | Dreamstime.com

Who is going: This can be played by yourself or with a 
group of people of all ages.

Where:   A course near you or build your own.

When:  Agree to meet at X location at X time for a round 
of Disc Golf.    

Why:  To improve your game, be with friends, enjoy nature 
and get active all while having fun.

How:  Played just like regular golf only with a Disc and a 
Basket instead of a Ball and Hole, taking the least amount 
of shots per hole as possible.  To make your own course 
you could pound in a wood stake that is about 24” tall and 
tie a 24” rope in a circle. These are laid out in the yard 
with the wood stake at the center of the circle. Make a 
simple score card and now you’re ready to enjoy  about a 
hour worth of fun  on your  new course consisting of 9 
stakes, 18 feet of rope, and some Frisbees.  

http://www.dreamstime.com/lbwhaples_info


Disc Golf 
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Equipment Required:
Transportation
Disc (Frisbee)
Comfortable shoes
Personal First Aid Kit
Cell Phone 
Optional: 9 stakes, 18feet of rope, score card and pencil

Resources/Locations:
MFA Disc Golf Course Locator
DG Course Review
mnfrisbee.ning.com
playdg.com



Ultimate Frisbee
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Who is going: Equal teams of 
players taking consideration of any with 
special needs.

Where:   In a Large Clearing or Field.

When:  Group will meet at x location 
at x time on x Date.    

Why:  To build team skills, enjoy the 
outdoors and get exercise.



Ultimate Frisbee
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How:  Played on a field with end zones where each team works their way down the field to score a goal.  

Equipment Required:
Transportation
A Group of people
Disc (Frisbee)
Personal First Aid Kit
Comfortable Shoes
Large clearing or Field
Cones or marker for boundaries/End Zones

Resources/Locations:
Ultimate Players Association

Ultimatefrisbeerules.org
www.usaultimate.org
Videos of ultimate Frisbee

http://www.usaultimate.org/


Service Project
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Who is going: Consider ages of the group, how many youth / adults, consideration of any special needs.

Where:   Cleaning from point A to point B.

When:  Determine a Date, Time and location bringing all the equipment and supplies needed to accomplish 
this task.    

Why:  Everyone needs to clean up the country side or we will all be living in a dump

How:  Adults to provide transportation support and 
supervise during activity which will take approximately 
x hours.  



Service Project
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Equipment Required:
Transportation 
Permit
Safety vest and/or Bright colored clothing,
Garbage Bags
Boots with good soles or Rubber boots
Gloves/ Rubber Gloves
Water,
First-Aid Kit
Cellular Phone 
Optional: Pickers, Rain Jacket, snacks

Resources/Locations:
City, County and State offices



Golf / Mini Golf
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Who is going: Consider the age and skill level of group, 
how many youth / adults, consideration of special needs.

What:  Developing skills in a game that requires hand eye 
coordination and can be enjoyed in full version of golf or as 
a fun activity for younger scouts in mini-golf.

Where:   Golf courses are located all over the Voyageurs 
Area Council; many communities have municipal courses 
and there are a number of other courses located around the 
area.  Mini-golf locations may be located in your community 
or can be found in or near many tourist locations.

When:  Generally golf and mini-golf activities will be 
restricted to the spring through fall time period.  Some 
communities host golf on the ice events during the winter 
months.  In planning the event be sure to identify when the 
group will meet at X location at X time.    

© Karlien Du plessis

http://www.dreamstime.com/fire_info


Golf / Mini Golf
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Why:  Golf and mini-golf are both activities that provide outdoor experiences and also engage scouts in 
activities that promote a healthy lifestyle and are mentally challenging.

How:  Scouts should research and identify the type of golf outing in which they wish to engage.    Adults 
should provide direction and supervision.  Adults should also be familiar with the general rules and 
etiquette of golf to ensure the scouts are respectful of other players.  

GOLF FLAG
© Lars Christensen | Dreamstime.com

Equipment Required:
Transportation
Rental equipment
Appropriate footwear
Raingear or umbrellas
Sunscreen
Water
First Aid Kit

Resources/Locations:
http://exploreminnesota.com/things-to-do/golf/index.aspx
http://www.scouting.org
http://usscouts.org/mb/mb059.asp
http://www.minnesotajuniorgolf.com/
http://www.ajga.org/index-normal.asp
http://www.golflink.com/miniature-golf/state.aspx?state=MN
http://www.wsga.org/

http://www.dreamstime.com/c-foto_info
http://exploreminnesota.com/things-to-do/golf/index.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/
http://usscouts.org/mb/mb059.asp
http://www.minnesotajuniorgolf.com/
http://www.ajga.org/index-normal.asp
http://www.golflink.com/miniature-golf/state.aspx?state=MN
http://www.wsga.org/


Outdoor Cooking
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Who is going: Consider the age level of group, how many 
youth / adults, consideration of special needs, including 
dietary restrictions.

What:  Developing cooking in the outdoors, everything 
from hotdogs over the campfire, to backpack cooking to 
Dutch oven deserts.

Where:  Campgrounds or parks, regular meeting location, 
associated with another event or outing.

When:  Group will meet at X location at X time.  Event 
could be planned around any meal.  Consider tying the 
cooking into a special event or day, such as Blue and 
Gold.    

Why:  A well planned, prepared and shared outdoor 
cooking experience will provide learning and advancement 
opportunities.  It will also expose Scouts to the challenges 
and accomplishment of cooking in the outdoors.



Outdoor Cooking
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Equipment Required:
Transportation
Food
Cooking equipment
First Aid Kit
Hand washing station or other hygiene control

Resources/Locations:
http://www.lovetheoutdoors.com/camping/outdoor_cooking.htm
http://www.outdoorcook.com/
http://www.dutchovendude.com/campfire-cooking.shtml
http://www.scouting.org
http://www.outdoorcookingmagic.com/
http://usscouts.org/netresources/cooking.asp
http://usscouts.org/usscouts/mb/mb038.asp

http://www.lovetheoutdoors.com/camping/outdoor_cooking.htm
http://www.outdoorcook.com/
http://www.dutchovendude.com/campfire-cooking.shtml
http://www.dutchovendude.com/campfire-cooking.shtml
http://www.dutchovendude.com/campfire-cooking.shtml
http://www.scouting.org/
http://www.outdoorcookingmagic.com/
http://usscouts.org/netresources/cooking.asp
http://usscouts.org/usscouts/mb/mb038.asp


Geocaching
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Who is going:   Age level of group, how many youth / adults, consideration of special needs.  This event 
is appropriate for CUB, BSA, VARSITY, AND VENTURE units.

What:    A Geocaching event that combines technology, personal challenge, problem solving, mystery, 
and fun.  It can also include an enjoyable hike for the participants.

Where:    Opportunities for Geocaching are available in every community.  These events can be focused 
on one area or cover a region depending on the level of challenge desired.  A Geocaching course can 
even be set up for a group with simple preparations.

When:  Schedule a time that accommodates your unit and allow enough time to provide training on how 
to use the GPS and to discuss the local, regional, national and world wide Geocaching network.      

Why:  The introduction of Geocaching to a young person opens up awareness for technology, a problem 
solving challenge, and a treasure seeking curiosity, all in the great outdoors.

How:  Assemble the equipment. Research geocachies in the area you will be in. Train your unit how to 
use the GPS units. Go seek the treasure!



Geocaching
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Equipment Required:

A GPS unit appropriate for handheld use
Coordinates for hidden Geocaches obtained from Geocache.com 
Pencil/Paper
Trinket for exchange in the cache container
Pertinent clothing/footwear for conditions and terrain
Compass (Always a good idea)
Field First Aid Kit
Transportation to the nearest parking area to a Geocache
Other items as necessary: Water bottles, bug spray, cellular phone, 

Geocaching Statistics
There are 1,300,450 active caches and over 5 million geocachers 
worldwide.
There are 568 geocaches within 25 miles of Duluth, MN
There are 119 geocaches within 25 miles of Ashland, WI
There are 260 geocaches within 25 miles of Hibbing, MN
There is likely a geocache with 5 miles of where you are right now!

Resources/Locations:
Primary Geocaching Worldwide Site:  
http://www.geocaching.com
Cache In Trash Out: 
http://www.geocaching.com/CITO/
Geocaching in the News:  
http://www.geocaching.com/press/
Guide to Geocaching:   
http://www.geocaching.com/articles/guide_to_
geocaching.pdf
Scouting:  http://www.scouting.org/

http://celebrateyourlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2008/10/geocaching.png
http://www.geocaching.com/
http://www.geocaching.com/cito/default.aspx
http://www.geocaching.com/press/default.aspx
http://www.geocaching.com/articles/guide_to_geocaching.pdf
http://www.geocaching.com/articles/guide_to_geocaching.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/


Ice Fishing
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Who is going:   Age level of group, how many youth / adults, consideration of 
special needs.  This event is appropriate for CUB, BSA, VARSITY, AND 
VENTURE units.

What:    Ice Fishing is an event that combines a winter outdoor activity, friends, 
fun, and sometimes even fish.  Combine the fishing with a cookout on the ice, a 
game of ice mini golf, or any number of other activities that will help pass the time 
and make it a memorable event for everyone.

Where:    We live in an area with many good ice fishing lakes.  Do your research 
to find an area where the ice is known to be safe, and access is available to all 
participants. A fishing report from a local bait shop can also be useful in locating 
where the fish are biting.

When:  Schedule the event well in advance so as many people are available to 
attend.  This event requires the conditions that produce good quality ice on the 
lakes to insure safe fishing.  Have a backup date available in the event of 
extreme cold or other server weather conditions. 

Why:  Winter fun is a great way to make the cold months go by fast.  Ice fishing 
is something that can be enjoyed by all ages including adult leaders.



Ice Fishing
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How:  Find families with the appropriate equipment to share with the group.  Talk to the local bait shops 
for advice on where to fish and what they fish are biting on.  Then make the commitment and have fun!

Equipment Required:
Ice auger for digging many holes easily
Fishing poles
Tackle
Bait
Pertinent clothing/footwear for conditions 
Camp chairs or 5 gallon pails to sit on
Field first aid kit
Food and drink to share
Transportation to the lake
Other items as necessary: Water bottles, 
cellular phone, games for passing the time 
on the ice when fish are not biting 

Resources/Locations:
WI DNR Ice Fishing Help Line:
http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/icefishing/

MN Ice Fishing Help:  
http://www.minnesotasportsmanmag.co
m/fishing/icefishing-fishing/

Beginning Ice Fishing Help:  
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/ee
k/nature/icefish.htm

Scouting:  http://www.scouting.org/

http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/icefishing/
http://www.minnesotasportsmanmag.com/fishing/icefishing-fishing/
http://www.minnesotasportsmanmag.com/fishing/icefishing-fishing/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/nature/icefish.htm
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/nature/icefish.htm
http://www.scouting.org/


Safety

• In order to provide every scout with a safe and fun-
filled experience, it is necessary to ensure that all 
scouts have appropriate gear for an event in the 
outdoors, and that they have plenty of extra water.  
Remember, every outdoor event can be fun if you are 
prepared for the unexpected.   Always remember the 
Guide to Safe Scouting, and reference materials at 
scouting.org.
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